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NOTES FROM A SINGLE-PAYER PERSPECTIVE

Only Dennis Kucinich's plan is free at the point of use, allows people their choice of any healthcare provider, separates insurance from employment so that
it is fully portable, greatly reduces bureaucracy, and expands coverage to include all necessary services. The Clinton, Obama & Edwards plans are quite
similar. All would build on our current employer-based system of healthcare and would rely mostly on private insurers. Because they do not capture savings
in administrative costs and even add additional layers of bureaucracy to our system, all these plans would be prohibitively expensive. All would represent a
major windfall for private insurance companies because they would direct billions of taxpayer dollars to bolster private plans. Hence supportive comments
about Clinton's plan by America's Health Insurance Plans, the industry group (as well as contributions to leading candidates' campaigns by the insurance
industry). While the candidates propose some restrictions on private insurers, it's not clear how effective that regulation will be. The World Health
Organization and Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development found that experiments with regulating insurers have proved largely
unsuccessful. Regulation also adds expense.

Clinton and Edwards would require individuals to purchase insurance, which, says Physicians for a National Health Program, "pretends that you can simply
require individuals to buy bona fide plans that they cannot afford.” Obama maintains that his plan will make insurance so affordable that people will

voluntarily buy it.

On the plus side, Clinton, Obama and Edwards would all create, as part of their new insurance purchasing pools, a public insurance option (Clinton and
Obama describe it as "Medicare-like," while Edwards describes regional buying pools). Unfortunately, when public and private plans are offered side-by-
side, private plans tend to skim off the younger, healthier individuals, while public plans do the heavy lifting. Gravel would replace all public programs with
federal vouchers which would be provided to everyone to purchase private insurance.

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation. See their more detailed side-by-side summary of candidates' proposals at: http://www.health08.org/sidebyside.cfm



