For Immediate Release




Contact: Mary Breuninger

August 26, 2008




607-432-2234 
STAR OF THE MOVIE 'SiCKO' TO SPEAK AT

ONEONTA'S FOOTHILLS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Donna Smith, who was featured in the movie SiCKO, will speak at the Foothills Performing Arts Center on Market Street in Oneonta on Friday, SEPTEMBER 12, 2008, about the need for national health insurance.  Smith has been touring the country telling the story of how her family went bankrupt and lost their home because of medical expenses.  
Oneonta Mayor John Nader, State Senate candidate Don Barber, Oneonta family physician Ben Friedell, and Tri-County Labor Council vice president Gary Robbins will make introductory remarks.

The event will take place at the Foothills Center (second floor) from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm.  Free parking is across the street in the municipal parking garage.
Donna Smith will also hold a PRESS CONFERENCE from 9:30 to 10:30 am on September 12, and will be available for press interviews during that time.  Location: FoxCare Center's Wellness Conference Room in Oneonta (off Route 7).  In addition, Smith will speak to students at Hartwick College.
Smith is one of millions of Americans who have faced financial catastrophe because of medical expenses—even though they have health insurance.

"For me, the past 20 years had been filled with fights about insurance coverage, humiliation about not being able to pay large deductibles and co-pays, and general strain on my marriage and my family that resulted from the financial pressure," says Smith. "We not only faced my husband's heart disease, my cancer and several major medical crises, but also the shame of failing financially. We felt so alone and lost."
Smith, a mother of six and grandmother of 14, has become a leading advocate for single-payer healthcare—that is, publicly funded insurance that covers every American. "I believe healthcare is a basic human right," she says. "I believe that the American people are champions of basic human rights and that we will win universal healthcare in my lifetime."
Donna Smith's visit to Oneonta is hosted by the Healthcare Work Group of the Coalition for Democracy, which educates and organizes for national health insurance. 

